Coms 363: Participation Lab 5
Writing Technical Prose

1. Making Tables

Make the material below into tables.
	
A.	If the estimated value of the forest products offered does not exceed $50,000, the advertisement shall be made for not less than 15 days; if the estimated value exceeds $50,000 but not $250,000, for not less than 30 days; if the estimated value exceeds $250,000, for not less than 60 days. 


	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	




B.	If an action or decision on your request was made by an Agency Superintendent, you should appeal to the Area Director.  If an action or decision on your request was made by an Area Director, you should appeal to the Commissioner.  If an action or decision on your request was made by the Commissioner, the action or decision or action is final and you may not appeal.


	


	

	


	

	


	



	


	






2. Plain Language
Re-write the following using plain language. In the first step I want you to create bullet points that capture the main ideas in each paragraph. From these bullet points I want you to reconstruct the two essays below using tools provided in chapter five of your text. Your focus should be on converting each essay into plain language with the secondary goals of improving the essays clarity and cohesion. 

Example A
Carbon capture and storage is gaining attention in Canada and internationally as a means of reducing carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions from industrial sources such as coal-fired power plants and oilsands operations. CCS refers to the capture of CO2 emissions from industrial sources and the long-term storage of these emissions in stable underground reservoirs. CCS helps combat global climate change by reducing the amount of GHGs released into the atmosphere.
Canadian federal and provincial governments have high expectations for CCS technology as a tool to reduce GHG emissions. However, key questions about CCS have yet to be resolved.
The Pembina Institute views CCS as one of a number of potentially effective technologies for reducing GHG emissions on the scale required to combat catastrophic climate change. It is also critical that CCS is seen as part of a portfolio of solutions and that we ensure adequate attention is also paid to more sustainable, low-impact solutions such as ramping up on renewable energy and energy efficiency. The urgent need to deal with Canada’s rising emissions (up 26 per cent since 1990) compels consideration of CCS, but it is not without environmental risks and barriers to implementation.

Bullet-Point Outline:
<insert your bullet point outline of each paragraph here>

Edited Essay
<insert your edited essay here>

Example B
Governments, industry and scientists are examining the potential for carbon capture and storage (CCS) to reduce the release of industrial carbon dioxide (CO2) emissions to the atmosphere as one solution for limiting the increase in atmospheric concentration of greenhouse gases (GHG) and associated climate change.
The International Panel on Climate Change determines what reductions in GHG emissions are required from countries that have ratified the Kyoto Protocol. In its recent Special Report on Carbon Dioxide Capture and Storage, the panel recognized CCS as one of the tools that can be used to reduce GHG releases to the environment.2 CCS is a waste management strategy for carbon dioxide. It does not reduce the production of CO2, but it provides a depository to keep it from harming the environment.

It is possible to capture CO2 from large point sources e.g., power plants and cement plants. Research is underway to improve capture methods and to develop processes, such as new forms of fossil fuel combustion, to facilitate capture of the gas. Geological storage of CO2 involves injecting it into depleted oil and gas reservoirs, coal seams or deep saline aquifers. Storing CO2 in the water column in the ocean or as a “lake” on the ocean floor has also been proposed. However, many concerns have been raised about potential impacts on ocean ecosystems, and therefore this option is not being widely pursued at the present time.

Several commercial operations are currently storing CO2 around the world, including EnCana’s project at Weyburn in Saskatchewan where the gas is used to enhance the recovery of conventional oil. At this operation, CO2 from a gasification plant in North Dakota is injected into oil reservoirs to bring more oil to the surface. This location is an international focus for research into how CO2 can be stored and monitored underground. In Alberta, acid gas — a mixture of CO2 and hydrogen sulphide (a waste product from treating sour natural gas) — has been injected deep underground since 1990. 

Bullet-Point Outline:
<insert your bullet point outline of each paragraph here>

Edited Essay
<insert your edited essay here>


